
April 13, 2018

The Boston Guardian
Vol. 2 Issue 44

by Ben Berke

For decades, the economies of 
Kenmore Square and the Fenway 
have catered to a transient crowd 

of 35,000 that pass through for 
Red Sox games. But now, in the 
midst of a building boom that 

Continued on Page 2
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Four Seasons & Mandarin 
Rated as City’s Best Hotels

Security Tight for  
This Year’s Marathon
by Ben Berke

In 2018, policing the Boston 
Marathon requires a small army.

As 30,000 runners weave their 
way through 26.2 miles and 
eight Massachusetts municipal-
ities, the Hopkinton, Ashland, 
Framingham, Natick, Wellesley, 
Newton, Brookline, and Boston 
police forces will watch on with 
close attention.

So too will law enforcement 
officers from more than 60 
other local, state, and feder-
al law enforcement agencies, 
said Kurt Schwartz, director of 
the Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency (MEMA). 
And many of these 60 agen-
cies’ leaders will watch the race 
from an underground bunker in  
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by Mark Fuechec

Boston hotels still rank among 
the country’s finest, according to 
AAA’s diamond rating report.

Three Boston hotels earned 
five diamonds in 2018: the 
Mandarin Oriental Boston, 
Four Seasons Hotel Boston and 
The Ritz-Carlton, Boston. The 
Mandarin and Four Seasons also 
earned five stars from Forbes 
Travel Guide. The list shows that 
of the 50 four-diamond hotels in 
Massachusetts, 27 are located in 
the city.

The Four Seasons, which was 
given the five-diamond designa-
tion in 1988, has maintained its 
eminent status longer than any 
other hotel in Massachusetts. 
Ratings typically change little 
year to year, said Mary Maguire, 
director of public and legislative 
affairs for AAA, and Boston usu-
ally has a good showing.

“Boston fairs well,” she said. 
“Certainly we have more than 
our fair share of four- and 
five-diamond properties. The 

by Mark Fuechec

Residents have expressed opti-
mism about a recently announced 
plan to increase fines for parking 
violations and use the generated 
funds for transportation improve-
ments.

The Walsh administration an-
nounced the plan as part of a 
transportation strategy included in 
its budget request, which requires 
approval by the City Council. The 
$5 million expected to be raised 
would go toward making it easier 
to bike, bus and walk around the 
city.

Residents in the South End have 
been asking for a more robust ap-

Many Residents Laud 
Higher Parking Fines

Cont inued on Page 2
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Fenway Businesses Boom 
Despite Sox Win or Loss
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Framingham using an intricate 
system of video surveillance.  

More than 780 state troopers 
and 450 military police officers 
from the National Guard will at-
tend the marathon. So too will 
SWAT teams from across New 
England and a team of explosive 
detection canines and their han-
dlers from New York City. 

The Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation will send its share of 
law enforcement officers to the 
Boston Marathon, and so will 
Immigration and Customs En-
forcement, the Drug Enforce-
ment Agency and the U.S. Postal 
Service.

Yet despite these agencies’  
myriad specialties, on Monday, 
April 16, they will form one 4,500 
to 5,000 person security force un-
der the direction of MEMA.

Schwartz said law enforcement 
officers from these disparate or-
ganizations “are being assigned 
to more traditional law enforce-

ment assignments within the cit-
ies and towns.”

This security force also has an 
“air wing,” he said.

Along the marathon route, 
there will be three tethered 
drones sending video feeds to 
MEMA’s headquarters from 400 
feet in the air. Four helicopters 
will send high-resolution video 
surveillance to the same location.

MEMA headquarters will also 
have access to video feeds from 
major intersections throughout 
Boston, courtesy of the city’s 
Department of Transportation. 
On most days, these cameras 
monitor traffic. On Marathon 
Monday, they could be used to 
coordinate responses to anything 
from a sun stroke to a terrorist 
attack.

Cameras at numerous MBTA 
stations will also contribute to 
MEMA’s surveillance capabili-
ties.  And at locations with espe-
cially large crowds, MEMA can 
monitor the crowd of 500,000 to 
700,000 spectators from cameras 
installed by local law enforce-
ment specifically for the mara-
thon.

Beyond surveillance, these  
busier locations require other 
forms of heightened security.

Hundreds of large public works 
vehicles, from dump trucks to 
busses, will obstruct crowds 
from certain roadways to reduce 
the risk of vehicular ramming  
attacks. 

Spectators will have to pass 
through police checkpoints to 
view the marathon from some 
of these locations as well, like  
Boylston Street in Boston.  

Schwartz said that at other 
points along the marathon route 
officers will maintain “informal” 
checkpoints, where compliance 
with bag checks and other se-
curity measures will be “more  
cooperative and voluntary.”

MEMA is expecting between 
500,000 and 750,000 marathon 
spectators.  

In addition to assembling the 
marathon’s security force and 
surveillance network, Schwartz 
said MEMA’s plan also includes 
“a very large emergency medical 
component.”

The agency has been planning 
for the event for six months.

Marathon 
Continued from Page 1

has brought thousands of housing 
units and hotel rooms to the Fen-
way and Kenmore Square, more 
businesses are pivoting toward a 
neighborhood-oriented business 
model.

Ironically, the transition comes at 
a time when the Red Sox are off to 
their best start in franchise history.

Take Eventide, a new restaurant 
at 1321 Boylston Street that missed 
almost all of last baseball season be-
cause of opening delays.

“We opened October 6,” said 
John Myers, Eventide’s general 

manager.  “[The Red Sox] played 
October 7 and October 8 and then 
they were out of the playoffs.”

Yet Myers said Eventide has been 
in a sustainable financial position 
for six baseball-less months.

“It definitely helps that for a sig-
nificant part of the year there’s an 
extra 35,000 or 40,000 people on 
a given night,” said Myers, but he 
added that Eventide did not come 
to the neighborhood because of 
the Red Sox. “The neighborhood is 
undergoing a revitalization and we 
wanted to be a part of that.”

Fredericka Veikley, a member 
of the Fenway Civic Association, 
said the Fenway economy’s co-de-
pendence on the Red Sox is “80 or 
maybe 90 percent alleged.”

To prove this, Veikley said, “All 
you have to do is try to get a seat 
at a restaurant in the wintertime.”

She said the redevelopment of 
Boylston Street has attracted year-
round customers to the Fenway, 
and that getting a seat at a restau-
rant in the wintertime is indeed 
very difficult now.

Though many businesses consid-
er themselves financially indepen-
dent from the Red Sox gameday 
economy, few deny that gameday 
spells extra revenue for the busi-
nesses surrounding Fenway Park. 

“I think it will take our restaurant 
from being a successful restaurant 
to a very successful restaurant,” 
said Myers, speaking of the nascent 
2018 season.

Over in Kenmore Square, Ken-
more Association (KA) president 
Pam Beale is quick to acknowledge 
a positive relationship between the 
businesses in her organization and 
the Red Sox’s win percentage.  

“The Red Sox bring a lot of  
energy to the area regardless, but 
the feeling extends longer into 
the year and right through the fall 
when they’re really doing well,” 
said Beale.

“Red Sox activities have a very 
strong positive effect on the local 
economy whether the team is win-
ning or not,” said Dave Friedman, 
senior vice president of legal and 
government affairs for the Red Sox.  
“But a winning season helps in at 
least one very simple way.”

Playoffs.  
“If we make the World Series, 

that’s maybe six to nine more 
games at home,” said Friedman.

Beale said playoff games also 
bring “bigger spenders” to the 
Fenway and Kenmore Square.  

But whether it’s the World 
Series or last place, which the 
Red Sox of the 2010s have been 
known to vacillate between, 
Beale said the KA is no longer  
reliant on the Red Sox for  
financial success.

“It might’ve been true years 
ago,” said Beale, “but now we 
have so many residences being 
built up around the ballpark that 
we have year-round business.”

Businesses 
Continued from Page 1

proach to transportation prior-
ities for a long time, said Steve 
Fox, chair of the South End Fo-
rum (SEF). As part of that advo-
cacy, the SEF learned that while  
Boston controls parking rules, 
many initiatives such as surge 
pricing or roadway improvements 
would require state legislative ac-
tion. The mayor’s focus on im-
provements that can be made by 
the city alone is welcomed.

“We’re strongly in favor of seeing 

the city take initiative to improve 
the overall transportation infra-
structure and find methods inde-
pendent of legislative action on 
Beacon Hill,” he said. “We’ve been 
asking for this for a long time. This 
appears to be responsive to the re-
quests we’ve been making.”

The Fenway, which has among 
the lowest car ownership rates 
in the city, will benefit from the 
greater parking enforcement and 
increased transportation funding, 
said Marie Fukuda, an active mem-
ber of the Fenway neighborhood.

“I think it will be a benefit,” she 
said. “Enforcement of double park-
ing and planning for Uber are two 

things that impact our neighbor-
hood greatly. The neighborhood 
also sees fluctuations with game 
and event based activity.”

The Beacon Hill Civic Associ-
ation (BHCA) has often felt that 
parking fines below the cost of 
what parking garages charge has 
been a problem, said Ben Starr, 
BHCA board member.

“The fact that the city is consid-
ering market rate fines for parking 
violations and then funneling some 
of that back into neighborhoods is 
a good thing,” he said.

The question of parking fines has 
been discussed by the Neighbor-
hood Association of the Back Bay 

(NABB) as well, said Martyn Roet-
ter, NABB chairman.

“If you park illegally you can 
calculate that it’s less expensive 
than parking in a garage,” he said. 
“If a fine changes that calculation 
that’s probably good. If money is 
to be spent on public transporta-
tion, there’s an obvious need.”

A larger concern is the future 
of the parking pilot program that 
took place in the Back Bay, Ro-
etter added. That recently com-
pleted pilot raised parking meter 
prices in the neighborhood, and 
residents wonder if it will be made 
permanent and/or expanded to 
other neighbor-hoods.

On Newbury Street, increased 
parking meter fees and a pro-
posed increase in parking fines is 
a double whammy, said Michele 
Messino, secretary of the New-
bury Street League. The street’s 
businesses would like to see less 
double parking, she said, but she 
is not sure increas-ing fines will be 
effective.

“I don’t know if this will help 
with cutting back on traffic or [if 
it will] just turn people off New-
bury Street,” she said. “Most of the 
double parking is done by delivery 
trucks. Those trucks will take the 
fines as part of doing business.”

Parking Fines 
Continued from Page 1
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No Indecisive Hamlets
Commonwealth Shakespeare, the organization responsible for Shake-

spearean plays on the Boston Common every summer, held its annual 
fundraising gala at The TAJ last Saturday. The group’s chair, Red Sox 
honcho David Friedman, made sure the guests, unlike Hamlet, were 
fully committed to having fun and donating.
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The Pill-ferer
At about 12:32 pm on Monday, April 2, a 

District 4 officer responded to a report of a 
larceny at the Sheraton Boston Hotel, 39 Dal-
ton Street.

The caller said someone had entered his 
first-floor office sometime between 8 am and 
9:15 am that morning. That special someone 
welcomed his or herself to the man’s black 
North Face backpack.

How kind.
However, on the plus side, the suspect was 

thoughtful enough to leave some evidence 
behind: a blue backpack containing two 
prescription pill bottles. If that’s not good 
enough, the bottles had names on them.

Now we’re talking.
The backpack and pills were taken into po-

lice custody.

Repeat Offenders
On Tuesday, April 3 at about 6:07 pm, 

members of the District 4 Drug Control Unit 
were monitoring the area of Massachusetts 

and Harrison Avenues for drug activity. 
This area is a well-known hub of drug-relat-

ed arrests and incidents.
Officers observed two males, one of which 

had previously been arrested, huddled togeth-
er in front of 690 Mass Avenue. One man was 
counting money while the other was examin-
ing an object in his left hand.

Whatever on Earth could possibly be going 
on here? Sigh…

The two men began to walk toward Wash-
ington Street, and officers approached them 
to further investigate.

Upon identifying themselves as officers, 
the one man immediately clenched his hand 
shut and tried to hide it. One of the officers 
grabbed his hand and recovered one plastic 
bag of heroin. 

Ta-dah.
This man was placed under arrest for pos-

session of a class A substance. This is a lovely 
edition to his and the other man’s previously 
existing warrants.

Both parties were transported for booking.

Sneaky Speakers
At about 4:30 pm on Wednesday, April 4, 

a District 4 officer responded to a report of 
a larceny shoplifting at Guitar Center, 161 
Massachusetts Avenue.

The store manager said two men entered the 
store earlier and stayed for about a half hour. 
Each of them proceeded to walk over to the 
speaker display, grab one and leave.

I bet these guys really struck a chord with 
the manager.

The suspects were said to have made a right 
turn onto Mass Avenue. Officers searched the 
area to no avail, but the incident was caught 
on video surveillance at the store.

Hold the Anchovies
On Wednesday, April 4, at about 10:50 pm, 

District 4 officers responded to a noise com-
plaint at 433 Columbus Avenue, apartment 1.

The caller, a resident of the apartment, 
was worried about the sound coming from  
Anchovies, a restaurant that sits below the 
unit.

When officers arrived at the restaurant, the 
noise was not noticeably loud. They rang the 
bell to apartment 1 and were let in by the call-
er, who said he was concerned with the bass 
and consequential vibrations. The apartment 
has hardwood floors and an area rug.

Officers said they could hear faint vibra-
tions, but nothing crazy.

I guess it wasn’t really time to face the mu-
sic.

Officers then went into Anchovies to speak 
with the restaurant manager. The music was 
not loud, as you could hear customers’ con-
versations.

The manager said she had worked with the 
residents of apartment 1 to ensure their mu-
sic was never too loud. They even went into 
the apartment and worked with the volume 
of her equipment, she said.

They also removed two speakers to oblige 
to the residents.

Officers found the restaurant to be inno-
cent of any violation.

Brushing Up
At about 10 am on Thursday, April 5, a Dis-

trict 4 officer responded to a larceny report at 

Crime &  
Punishment

by Laura Porecca
District 4: 650 Harrison Avenue, 617-343-4457

District A-1: 40 New Sudbury Street, 617-343-4627

Date	 Incident	Type	Location
Breaking	&	Entering	 	
4/2	 Residential	 40	Berkeley	St.		
4/2	 Residential	 22	E	Springfield	St.	
4/2	 Residential	 23	Msgr.	Reynolds	Wy.	
4/2	 Residential	 143	Park	Dr.		
4/3	 Other	 454	Beacon	St.		
4/5	 Residential	 20	Hemenway	St.

Car	Accident	 	
4/4	 Pedestrian	 655	Boylston	St.		
4/5	 M/V	 115	Huntington	Ave.	
4/6	 M/V	 889	Harrison	Ave.	
4/7	 M/V	 10	Huntington	Ave.

Robbery	
4/7	 Street	 35	E	Concord	St.	

Assault	
4/2	 A&B	 1254	Boylston	St.		
4/2	 A&B	 851	Harrison	Ave.		
4/3	 A&B	 33	Kilmarnock	St.		
4/4	 A&B	 33	Traveler	St.		
4/4	 A&B	 1603	Washington	St.	
4/5	 A&B	 710	Albany	St.		
4/5	 A&B	 134	Northampton	St.	
4/5	 A&B	 444	Park	Dr.		
4/5	 A&B	 1820	Washington	St.	
4/6	 A&B	 133	Beacon	St.		
4/6	 A&B	 40	Dalton	St.		
4/7	 A&B	 155	Northampton	St.	
4/8	 A&B	 551	Boylston	St.		
4/8	 A&B	 800	Boylston	St.		
4/8	 A&B	 62	Hammond	St.

Drugs	
4/2	 Possession	 380	Mass	Ave.		
4/3	 Sick	Assist	 889	Harrison	Ave.		
4/3	 Possession	 688	Mass	Ave.

Police Log

Continued on Page 8

The Neighborhood of the Back Bay invites you to join us for an evening  
of wonderful food, wine, and live music. $125 NABB members. $135  
non-members. $150 at the door. To purchase tickets, go to nabbonline.com  
or call the Neighborhood Association of the Back Bay at 617.247.3961. 

A portion of the proceeds will benefit the Women’s Lunch Place.  
No one under 21 years of age admitted. Photo ID required.

Adams Design • Boston Duck Tours • Boston Private Bank & Trust Company • Boston Properties-
Danker & Donohue • The Druker Company, Ltd. • Eversource • Gibson Sotheby’s International 
Realty • Urban Meritage

SPONSORS:

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 2018
6:30 P.M. TO 9:30 PM  

A T  T H E  P R U D E N T I A L  S K Y WA L K

P R E S E N T E D  B Y  T H E  N E I G H B O R H O O D  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  T H E  B A C K  B A Y

THE 23RD ANNUAL

OF THE BACK BAY
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by Ben Berke

The Esplanade Association (TEA) is dis-
cussing a new set of buzzwords: earned  
income.

Mike Nichols, executive director of TEA, 
said the Esplanade will soon emulate parks 
around the country by inviting more rent 
paying commercial vendors to operate on 
public parkland. TEA is a nonprofit that 
fundraises for and co-operates the Espla-
nade alongside the Massachusetts De-
partment of Conservation and Recreation 
(DCR).

Though DCR has charged money for 
use of the Esplanade at intermittent points 
in the past, Nichols said neither TEA nor 
DCR has established a “mission-focused 
effort to grow revenue that supports the 
park.”

Within the year, TEA plans to take a first 
step towards changing that.  

TEA is in conversations with a company 
that would rent exercise equipment to park 
visitors out of a location within the Espla-
nade. Nichols said it is “something you 
very likely might see us pilot this year.”

Though Nichols admits that rentable ex-
ercise equipment is unlikely to provide a 
major source of revenue, he considers it a 
jumping off point. A number of more prof-
itable Esplanade ventures may soon be on 

the horizon.
“Expanded and improved food and bev-

erage opportunities is probably the lowest 
hanging fruit on the Esplanade right now,” 
said Nichols. “No pun intended.”

The Charles River Bistro is currently the 
only food vendor operating in the park.

Nichols said that food trucks and beer 
gardens are the most viable food and bev-
erage vendors because they are quick to set 
up and leave little physical imprint on the 
park.

The higher maintenance Esplanade Pavil-
ion, a sporting and exercise complex cur-
rently in its fundraising stages, could also 
feature space for a food and beverage ven-
dor. Additionally, the pavilion could earn 
income by renting out its proposed basket-
ball courts and event spaces.

Nichols’s resume would suggest he is up 
to the task of increasing “park-appropriate 
earned income.” Prior to taking the helm of 
TEA, he was chief of staff at the Rose Ken-
nedy Greenway Conservancy. Nichols said 
the conservancy now collects more than $1 
million per year from vendors who operate 
the Greenway’s carousel, beer garden, zip 
line, food trucks and art market.

Nichols said the Greenway is “probably 
the only park locally that’s made a real  

Esplanade Wants  
More Vendors

Vilna Shul’s Annual Benefit
The Vilna Shul held its annual tribute benefit on Sunday where guests enjoyed dinner, 

dessert, drinks and live performances by Ari B. and Longy School of Music performers.

Photo: Hannah Osofsky

Jesse Sage, who met his wife at a Vilna 
Shul event, with his children.

Photo: Eva Nicholas
Michael Frieze and Building Community Honorary 
Co-chair Sidney Wolk.

Photo: Eva Nicholas

Aron Ain, Dale Okonow and Jordan Rich

Photo: Hannah Osofsky

Event Sponsor Lynne Spencer, Deborah  
Feinstein and Judith Lieberman.

Photo: Eva Nicholas
Guests enjoying the event.

Continued on Page 8
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by Ben Berke

The beaux-arts Westland Avenue Gateway 
(WAG), which connects the busy Fenway 
neighborhood to the bucolic Fens, is in need 
of a $1 million touch-up.

For years, community residents have  
advocated for an overhaul of their neigh-
borhood’s deteriorating entrance to the 
Emerald Necklace, a 1,100-acre chain of 

Frederick Law Olmsted-designed parkland 
that connects the Fens to Franklin Park and 
other green spaces.

In 2014, nonprofit Preservation Massa-
chusetts added the Gateway to its “Most 
Endangered Historic Resources” list. 

Now, the restoration project is “shovel 
ready,” said Christine Poff, director of the 

Gateway Restoration  
Is ‘Shovel Ready’

Photo: Ben Berke

Continued on Page 8

Helping Hands
Northeastern students helped clean the Fenway last Saturday. No college credit 

was involved; just doing a helpful deed to feel good.

Photos: Courtesy of Northeastern University
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by Mark Fuechec

There is a model of community orga-
nization in the middle of the South End.

Representatives from the state and the 
city were in attendance as Inquilinos Bo-
ricuas en Acción (IBA) celebrated its 50th 
anniversary Wednesday. The celebration 
featured a retelling of the group’s found-
ing: a grassroots effort that organized the 
South End’s Puerto Rican community 
during the era of urban renewal. 

In 1969, the founding resulted in the 
creation of Villa Victoria, an affordable 
housing and community center at 85 
West Newton Street.

Boston’s Puerto Rican community 
gained the strength to change the world 
around itself because its members stood 
together, said Victor Feliciano, a founder 
of IBA who described himself as “one of 
the survivors of the struggle for Villa Vic-
toria.” It is important to remember those 
events, he said, because those same strug-
gles can take place today.

“The people united can never be defeat-
ed,” he said. “To do this, we have to re-
member what we did then.”

IBA was one of the early versions of a 
community development corporation 
(CDC), said Paul Grogan, president and 
CEO of The Boston Foundation, which 

paid $140 million in grants to nonprofit 
organizations last year and was an early 
financier of IBA.

“IBA became a renowned model of the 
community development movement,” he 
said. “As important as it’s been here, to 
our city, to all of us and many others, I 
saw its impact on the national level in the 
early days.”

Attendees agreed the story of IBA was a 
great reminder of the importance of activ-
ism, but in the midst of the celebration, 
State Rep. Byron Rushing, who was or-
ganizing the community in Lower Rox-
bury at the same time as IBA was formed, 
urged everyone to carefully consider how 
IBA’s story is told.

For younger generations, now embark-
ing on their own struggles for things like 
sexual harassment on campuses and gun 
control, it is important they understand 
how difficult creating change is, said 
Rushing.

“I know it’s easy to talk about 50th an-
niversary, but the anniversary is actually 
longer than that,” he said. “None of this 
happens beginning when you hire your 
first professional. Young people need to 
understand how long this takes and not 
be discouraged.”

IBA Celebrates  
Silver Anniversay

by Mark Fuechec

Two runners from the South End are hop-
ing to raise money for United South End 
Settlements (USES) at this year’s Boston 
Marathon.

USES is a charitable organization that 
helps parents and caregivers with children 

under 18 through different educational and 
after school programs, job training, coach-
ing and relationship building.

This year USES will field Gareth Boone, 
operational director of Camp Hale (CH), 
USES’s summer camp program, and  

Two Locals Will  
Run for USES

Photo: Courtesy of Rebecca Bagdigian 

Rebecca Bagdigian and Gareth Boone in front of the Boston Marathon starting line.

Continued on Page 8
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Legal Notice 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR  

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court
Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
Docket No. SU17P2277EA 

Estate of: James Marfoli
Date of Death: 08/01/2017

To all interested persons: A Petition for Appointment 
of Special Personal Representative has been filed 
by: Kathryn Sanfilippo of Boston MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree and Order for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition. The Petitioner 
requests that: Kathryn Sanfilippo of Boston MA and 
David A. Miller of Boston MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said estate to serve With 
Corporate Surety on the bond in an unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
04/26/2018.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appearance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection followed by an Affidavit 
of Objections within thirty (30) days of the return date, 
action may be taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed under the MUPC 

in an unsupervised administration is not required to 
file an inventory or annual accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of administration.

Witness: Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First Justice of this Court
Date: March 22, 2018
Felix D. Arroyo, Register of Probate

ENTERTAINMENT LICENSING

Notice is hereby given that the Mayor’s Office of Con-
sumer Affairs and Licensing has received the following 
application:

To amend existing license by removing condition 
#5 which states, “no dancing is permitted at the 
establishment” and to add the category of “danc-
ing by patrons” until the closing time of 2:00 a.m.

At: 100 South Market Street, Boston, MA 02109
Known as: Anthem
The applicant is: FHM Hospitality, Inc.
Manager of record is: Austin O’Connor

A public hearing on this application will be held at 
Boston City Hall, Room 809A, on Wednesday, May 2, 
2018, at 11:30 am. 

Anyone wishing to speak on this matter is invited to 
attend the hearing. Interpretation Services in Spanish, 
Mandarin, Cantonese, Vietnamese, Haitian Creole, 
Cape Verdean Creole and American Sign Language 
may be available upon request if the request is made 
two weeks prior to the public hearing. Call 617-635-
4165 to request an interpreter. Written comments may 
be made prior to the hearing by writing to:

Christine A. Pulgini, Esq., Executive Director
Mayor’s Office of Consumer Affairs and Licensing
Room 817, Boston City Hall, Boston, MA 02201
Telephone 617-635-4165
Fax 617-635-0709

Classifieds Call (857) 265-3022
Custom Flooring 

& Millwork
–Wide Plank & Long Length Flooring 

–White Oak & Antique Heart Pine 
–Genuine Mahogany Decking

T.S. Mann Lumber    978-249-2206

www.MannLumber.com

Esplanade Vendors
Continued from Page 5

concerted effort at earned revenue.”
He added that the Greenway’s food, bev-

erage, and entertainment vendors were 
both good for the mission of the public 
park and good for providing the park sus-
tainable sources of revenue.

At TEA’s annual meeting on Monday, 
Charles McCabe gave a keynote address 
documenting what other parks around 
the country are doing to bolster earned in-
come. A friend of Nichols and a researcher 
at the Boston office of the national Trust 
for Public Land nonprofit, McCabe will 
likely serve in an advisory role during TEA’s 
efforts to establish a system of sustainable 
revenue generation.

Kitchens
Baths
Tile Work
Finish Work
Windows & Doors
Additions
Painting
Roofing
Gutters
Decks
Demolition
Masonry
Plumbing
Electrical
HVAC

Gerry DiPierro
President

617-592-6447
www.dipierroconstruction.com
info@dipierroconstruction.com

Fully Licensed & Insured

Gateway
Continued from Page 6

city’s brand new Community Preservation 
office, to which the Parks Department (PD) 
is looking for a final injection of funding be-
fore they begin restoration on the Gateway.

The PD held three community meetings 
in 2017 to finalize its designs for the Gate-
way’s restoration. The department’s project 
manager, Cathy Baker-Eclipse, said the 
meeting’s attendees stressed the importance 
of maintaining walkways within the Gate-
way’s green space that are compliant with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

A more passive form of public input also 
came to Baker-Eclipse’s attention: The Gate-
way’s lawns have worn thin where pedestri-
ans take shortcuts. 

Richard Burck Associates, the project’s 
landscape architect, has planned new hand-
icapped-accessible walkways that contour to 
the public’s prevailing walking habits.

The restoration will also see to the clean-
ing and repairing of the Johnston Memorial 
Gates, a pair of marble piers erected in 1905 
and the crown jewel of the WAG. The same 
goes for the piers’ corresponding marble 
benches, balustrades and horse troughs. The 

PD also plans to replant the lawns on both 
sides of Westland Avenue.

In 2017, the PD secured $820,000 in proj-
ect funding from the city. The Fenway Civic 
Association (FCA) also chipped in $68,000 
by way of a grant from the Fenway Commu-
nity Benefits program, which is funded by 
the Red Sox and administered by the Boston 
Planning & Development Agency.

“Knowing that these types of repairs hap-
pen once in many generations, we thought 
this was our one chance to really compre-
hensively address the park’s needs,” said Ma-
rie Fukuda, an FCA board member.  

Baker-Eclipse estimated the project’s cur-
rent fundraising gap is close to $200,000.

On June 5, the Community Preservation 
office will announce whether the Gateway 
restoration project will receive funding from 
its spring pilot. 

Poff said her office prioritizes “projects that 
can start this summer or fall so that people 
who voted for the Community Preservation 
Act can see some immediate changes in their 
neighborhoods.”

Poff said the Gateway restoration falls into 
this category.

Baker-Eclipse said the PD is expecting to 
finish construction on the Gateway resto-
ration some time during spring 2019.

USES
Continued from Page 7

Rebecca Bagdigian, who has volunteered for 
many of USES’s programs, including the 
summer camp and the after school program. 
They each pledged to raise $10,000 in fund-
ing for USES.

“The money we raise will be divided be-
tween the different programs USES does 
throughout the year,” said Boone. “A lot 
of the donations are specific to [CH]. This 
will help families get subsidized to come to 
camp or to get program supplies. We’re also 
in the process of trying to rebuild some of 
the buildings we use in the camp. They’re 
about 100 years old.”

Even older is USES’s South End House. 
Built in 1840, the building has always 
housed programs to support children, but 
USES has been displaced from the facility 
since January when a burst pipe flooded 
much of it. Funds raised by the two runners 
will also help fill the organization’s emergen-
cy fund for those renovations.

USES is also looking at investing in growth 
and expanded capacity for many of its pro-
grams this year, said Nikki Stewart, USES’s 
vice president of development.

Originally from South Africa, Boone has 
been spending his summers at CH since 
2012. He joined USES’s marathon team this 
year as a way to help the program and main-
tain his connection to the camp.

While Boone did most of his marathon 
training in a warm South African climate, 
Bagdigian was not so lucky. She followed her 
20-week training program in the middle of a 
cold Boston winter.

“This winter was a little bit more difficult,” 
she said. “It was brutally cold, which put a 
damper on some of those long runs.”

Bagdigian first ran for USES in 2016. Her 
motivation this year is the same as it was 
then, she said. She has always wanted to run 
and she knows the fundraising will support 
programs she cares about. While there were 
some nerves associated with her first mara-
thon, she is more focused this time around.

“This year it’s about trying to set a new 
personal best, both timewise and in fund-
raising,” she said.

Police Report
Continued from Page 4

CVS, 874 Harrison Avenue.
A store manager said the suspect stole  

multiple boxes of Crest toothpaste and tooth-
brushes.

Gotta have those pearly whites, I guess.

The manager was unsure of the exact 
amount taken, but estimated the value to be 
between $50 and $100. 

The manager also said this same suspect was 
caught stealing the day before, so when he en-
tered the store she followed him around to see 
if he would steal again.

She saw the man put items into his back-
pack, which he denied doing when confront-
ed. He then fled the store with said items.

Hotel Awards
Continued from Page 1

entire state is very well represented.”
Four and five-diamond hotels are in an 

exclusive club. Just .2 percent of inspected 
hotels receive a five-diamond designation, 
while only 2.1 percent get four diamonds, 
said Maguire.

Inspectors arrive unannounced for an-
nual inspections. The primary categories 

of interest include the exterior of the 
property, public areas, such as the lobby, 
restrooms and elevators, and guest rooms. 
Top-rated properties are those that go the 
extra mile, said Maguire.

“These are properties that really go 
above and beyond,” she said. “You see lots 
of additional staff. In restaurants you see a 
lot of really innovative items on the menu. 
You have staff [who] speak a number of 
different languages. These are properties 
that are always looking to innovate.”
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by Steve Wintermeier
People want to live in Boston because of everything our 

city has to offer, from economic opportunity to culture to 
geography. These are positive reasons that Boston’s housing 
is so expensive. But a handful of sacred cows also contribute 
to our costly housing, which is a drag on our ability to retain 
talent and attract new businesses. 

The primary reason Boston is so expensive is our zoning 
was developed when people were fleeing the city for the sub-
urbs. That left Boston’s zoning completely out of sync with 
today’s urban trends. Drive down many Boston streets and 
you will see rows of single story retail on major transit arter-
ies that were last zoned and developed decades ago. Chang-
ing zoning strategically to allow multi-story development 
with first floor retail and condominiums or apartments could 
single-handedly satisfy housing demand for years to come. 
This seems obvious. What is not obvious is the reason this 
will probably never happen. Just follow the money. 

Boston controls development of all large projects on an 
ad hoc basis through the Boston Planning & Development 
Agency (BPDA). The BPDA is controlled by the mayor and 
much of the money for Boston’s political campaigns ema-
nates from the construction industry. Developers, lawyers, 
architects and trade unions are perennial top political do-
nors. Politician after politician campaigns on the principle 
of making the BPDA a part of city government. Curiously, 
as soon as they get into office, they suffer amnesia. Nobody 

dares give up the power and money that control over the 
BPDA and local development generates. The result is a cost-
ly and restrictive permitting process that favors powerful, 
wealthy and connected developers who know how to work 
this system. If projects can simply be built “as of right” with 
modern zoning and no way for the BPDA to control proj-
ects, campaign money stops flowing.

Affordable housing for the middle class is a worthy goal, 
but ironically, affordable housing policies themselves are a 
reason that Boston real estate is so expensive. Developers do 
not make money on the affordable housing units the city 
requires them to build, and in fact may even lose money on 
these units. Those losses must be made up on the market rate 
units they sell or rent. Consider a 100-unit condo project 
that costs $50 million to build and needs to demonstrate a 
$5 million profit to obtain bank funding. You should be able 
to sell each unit for $550 thousand. If you add a cost of $10 
million to build the required affordable housing, now you 
need to charge tens of thousands of dollars more per market 
unit to meet your cost and financing obligations. Without 
demand for the market-rate units at a premium over what 
they should otherwise cost, that project just does not get 
built. And yet we continue to elect politicians that argue for 
lowering the cost of housing by increasing affordable housing 
requirements, which of course makes Boston’s housing even 
less affordable and exacerbates our housing shortage. 

The final sacred cow is the residential exemption that 

grants property tax discounts to those that own and live in 
their homes. The “exemption” does not lower the amount 
of taxes the city collects. The taxes not paid by homeowners 
simply get shifted primarily to landlords driving up the cost 
of renting apartments in the city. Even worse, if someone is 
purchasing a home on, for example, a budget of $2,500 per 
month, they cannot put that discount in their pocket when 
they buy the home. They must use that discount to bid up 
the price of the home, which usually means a bigger mort-
gage and requires a bigger down payment. If they do not, the 
next person will take that discount, bid higher and buy the 
home. Without getting into the arcane mathematics of this 
“benefit,” this likely drives up prices of lower-priced homes 
more, disproportionately harming those who can least afford 
it. When I explained this to a city councilor a few years ago, 
the councilor simply replied, “Yes, but people like it.”

Fixing zoning, eliminating affordable housing require-
ments and repealing the residential exemption would sub-
stantially and quickly lower the cost of housing in Boston. 
But then the politicians would lose the power of incumbency 
these policies have built into the system. We have all heard 
that our city’s roads were laid out on cow paths. It seems the 
three sacred cows of real estate development are destined to 
roam those paths forever.

Steve Wintermeier, CFP® is a 25-year veteran of downtown 
Boston condo life and the Managing Principal of Fenway Fi-
nancial Advisors, LLC.

Buying Outside The Box: Holy Cow!

Photo: Bob Henry 
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Beacon Hill
90 Pinckney Street

This renovated four-bedroom townhouse in a wonderful location is perfect for  
family living. There is a lovely living room and a formal dining area as well as a new 
kitchen and open family room leading to an attractive garden. The house has a/c 
and there is ample storage.                                                                      $3,550,000

sallytbrewster@gmail.com ~ 617-367-0505
visit our website www.brewberk.com

BREWSTER & BERKOWITZ 
REAL ESTATE

Street & Company offers for sale this spacious two-bedroom, two-
bath condominium unit located high above the manicured grounds 
of Hawthorne Place. Enormous living room with enclosed balcony 
and new wood floor and a large open style kitchen with counter 
seating. Spacious master bedroom with private bath. Guest bed-
room and second bath. Great closet space. Sensible layout with 
more than 1,300 sq. ft. On-site garage parking available for pur-
chase for an additional $65,000. Nine Hawthorne Place has a 24hr. 
concierge, on-site management and common laundry room. Con-
venient to Gov’t Center, MGH, MEEI, Whole Foods, MBTA Redline 
and the Esplanade. Health club with pool nearby.          $830,000

joe@streetandcompany.com 
Joe Govern: 857-222-5235

West End
Nine Hawthorne Pl. #12N

OPEN HOUSE  
Sunday April 15 12-1:30pm

Coldwell Cares, the charitable arm of Coldwell Banker, 
recently held its 12th annual fundraiser for the benefit 
of Community Servings at the Four Seasons Hotel

Nathan Ingham and Roni Boyles

Joe Papagno and Christine Carter

Jamie Genser, Bobby Morgenstern and  
Lisa Wheeler 

Lisa Garrity, Rob Kilgore and Tricia Monasterio

Elaine Dolley, Sonja Selami, Shannon Pastuszak and Ashley Bernon

Patrick Murphy, Jill Boudreau and Jon Shore 

Melinda Sarkis and Matt Murphy

Joni Shore and Ricardo Rodriguez

Ben Snow, Neda Vader Stoep. Jessica Quirk and 
Stephen Vader Stoep



April 13, 2018 | 11 The Boston Guardian



The Boston Guardian 12 | April 13, 2018


